QRIS pilot

Quality Rating and Improvement System


August 2013
In 2011, the Department of Human Services (DHS) contracted the Quality Care Program (QCP) to conduct a pilot test of a voluntary Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) for Hawai‘i’s licensed early care providers. The emphasis of the QRIS is to help child care providers achieve continuous quality improvement in the care they provide for young children. The QRIS has completed the first phase of the Pilot which provided important information that guided some design changes.  The second phase, QRIS Pilot Year 2 which will be starting soon, will implement those design changes.  
The QRIS Administration is seeking applicants from DHS licensed group child care centers (GCC) and licensed family child care (FCC) homes to participate in the QRIS Pilot Year 2. The pilot will include a limited number of GCC sites and FCC homes from a diverse pool of applicants in order to gain feedback about how such an improvement system, if fully implemented, would impact providers. The pilot will help the State to better understand providers’ experiences as they go through the QRIS process and will guide recommendations for a well-thought-out QRIS implementation plan for the future.  

Unfortunately due to limited resources, the QRIS Pilot Year 2 will only be accepting applications from group child care centers (GCC) located on Maui or Oahu and applications for family child care homes (FCC) located on Hawaii Island, Oahu, and Kauai.     

If you would like to apply for this second phase of the pilot, please submit a GCC (center-based) or FCC (home-based) application form. These forms can be downloaded from the DHS website at http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/bessd/child-care-program/qris/ or obtained by calling UH Center on the Family 956-8962 or 956-8666 to request one be sent to you. It’s important to answer all the questions on the application. Incomplete applications will not be considered.  
When submitting, please attach to your application form a copy of your current DHS license and copies of any credentials or accreditation certificates you have earned. Applications are due no later than September 9, 2013. 

If your site is chosen to participate in the QRIS Pilot Year 2, you will be notified and required to attend a QRIS Orientation. 
Participants are reminded that this is a pilot and, as such, whatever assessment scores and incentives are earned will not carry forward in the event that a QRIS is fully implemented in the future.
Sincerely,        

DHS and The QRIS Administration 


