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M I N U T E S

REGULAR MEETING of the HAWAII STATE COMMITTEE OF BLIND VENDORS

DATE:
Saturday, May 18, 2019
PLACE:
Ho`opono Conference Room
1901 Bachelot Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

PRESENT:

1. Committee:  Chris Akamine, Dane Alani, Joel Cho, Ivy Galariada, Steve Kim, Clyde Ota, Don Patterson, and Jeff Segawa
Excused:  Kyle Aihara
2. Membership:  Evelyn Ah San, David Cameron, Ron Flormata, Gerry Lonergan, Mike Miyashiro, Doug Moises, Tom Morikami, Lespaul Naki, Rhani Naki, Norman Ota, Lyn Schempp, Brandon Tamashiro, Brian Tamashiro, Myles Tamashiro, and Stan Young
3. Ho'opono:  SBBA Lea Dias, BEP Manager Kat Fujimoto, VFS Bruce Chin, and Secretary MJ Andres
4. Guests:  Martha Vo, Desiree Lacewell, Wanda Takaesu, and DAG Lori Wada
CALL TO ORDER:
Noting the presence of a quorum, Joel called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
MINUTES:

Following the reading of the minutes of the Regular Committee Meeting held March 16, 2019, Joel asked for a motion to accept the minutes as submitted.  Don moved to accept the minutes as submitted.  Chris seconded and the motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
PROGRAM REPORT:

1. Randolph Sheppard Revolving Account Balance:  Kat noted the balance of the RSRA was $2,153,946.68 as of May 16, 2019.
2. Facilities Update:  Bruce reported the following updates:
a.
#52 Kapolei State Office Building:  A new rice cooker was purchased and a request was made to DAGS to provide for electrical support to accommodate appliances due to electricity popping out on appliances.
b.
#46 Matsunaga Wing Tripler AMC:  There was a teleconference with VA administration to resolve issues with obtaining badges, VA administration to establish the process as blind vendors aren’t currently assigned to any group.
c.
#56 Kapolei Hale:  Water heater is being replaced, split a/c was repaired.
d.
#64 Kapolei Judiciary:  Rice cooker and Instant Pot purchased, table counter purchase pending, and building management to replace roll-up gate motor.
e.
#65 Pacific Warfighting Center:  Sponsoring contractor and clearance in process.
f.
#68 DPAA:  Rhani requested a vertical freezer to replace horizontal freezer.
g.
#H-4 Kona Airport South Terminal:  Myles requested to replace gondola, clarifying logistics for delivery and specs.
h.
#H-8 Kona Airport North Terminal:  Meeting this past quarter confirmed renovation draft plans, next step is to solicit bids.
i.
#20 DOH:  Asbestos tiles to be removed.  They will survey all antiquated equipment for upgrade or removal prior to replacement of flooring. 
j.
#35 Kalanimoku Building:  Repaired broken sliding door of cooler.
k.
#7 Liliuokalani Building:  Pipe drainage issue in cafeteria has been cleared.
l.
#H-14 Hilo County Building:  Byron will be operating county building as a satellite facility beginning June.
m.
#69 Kamamalu Building:  Waiting for estimates for the sink and fixtures.
n.
#45 Kaahumanu Hale:  Waiting on shelving units.
o.
Kona Judiciary:  Almost done, fixtures still need to be done.
3. Status of RSA Prior Approval:  Lea noted that the RSA prior approval refers to the purchase of equipment and work to be done at the Kona and Kahului airports. Still waiting for approval.
4. Use of Allowable Program Expenditures as Match for Vocational Rehabilitation:  Kat noted that VRA Maureen may ask for match funds which will be limited to purchase of equipment, replacement, and management services; however, question is will the RSRA be subject to prior approval if we use as match funds.  RSA has not responded.  Chair tabled this item.
5. Status of BCI Contract for VF #66 NSA:  Kat noted Blackstone has been working on getting HCE compliant.  DAG Lori added that BCI is waiting on proof of documentation. 
6. Status of Kaneohe Bay Marine Corps:  DAG Lori noted that it has taken longer than expected for the preliminary injunction and that about $40 thousand of the approved $60 thousand has been spent on outside counsel.  She encouraged the blind vendors to attend and show support at the hearing on June 14, 2019 at 9:45 a.m., Judge Kobayashi’s Court Room, U.S. District Court.
7. Status of Schofield Army Base Arbitration Appeal:  DAG Lori noted the status conference is set in June, she will try to push up to May.  They will ask the judge to follow the Texas case and is hopeful they will be able to submit briefings, have judge follow Texas, grant our appeal, and get blind vendor back in.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. SFY 2020 Health and Retirement Benefit Payout:  Kat noted there’s an issue with medical payout of $10 thousand in July because the medical benefit increased, but the annual allotment is still the same.  The payout of $10 thousand in July will only leave a remaining balance of approximately $10 thousand in RSRA operating funds through September.
Following discussion, Joel called a recess at 10:40 a.m. and reconvened the meeting at 10:54 a.m.
Joel asked the agency if the annual allotment could be raised.  During the meeting, Lea emailed Maureen and asked the same questions that were asked during the meeting. The main question, can the annual allotment be raised and what is that process?  A decision to hold another Committee meeting in the morning before the Statewide meeting waits on that answer.

2. Neighbor Island Airport Renovations Update:  Covered under Facilities Update.
Stan reported that they finally obtained a Special Management Area (SMA) which took over a year.  Still pending are clearances for the wastewater management and freshwater management which ensures the valves don’t allow for backflow in the event of a water shortage.
3. Maryland Procurement Office (MPO) Transfer Status:  Kat reported that this initiative is on hold until BCI is compliant with HCE.
4. 2019 Hawaii State Legislation:  DAG Lori noted that she monitored approximately 6 plastic bottle bills and all did not survive the session.  She stated that opposition from restaurants, retail stores, and plastic companies was instrumental in defeating the legislation and advised the vendors to lay low and not draw attention.
5. 2019 HSCBV Elections:  Joel noted that the election is next month on June 22 and that the ballots were mailed.
6. Statewide Annual Meeting and Training Agenda on June 22, 2019:  Kat reported that Kyle is working with Tad and Bruce to get presenters and show participants, lunch will be served, and the meeting will be held at Ho'opono.
7. NFBEI Subscription Update:  On hold until NABM is HCE compliant.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Corrective Action Policy:  Joel noted this item is something for consideration possibly in the next term to address corrective action in fairness of the vendors and the agency, and to provide better customer service to both sides.
2. Kona Courthouse Visit:  Bruce reported that the facility is on the ground floor, will have a lot of foot traffic, near the bathroom area, and it’s in a beautiful building.  Joel added that it’s a huge 3-story building with a huge lobby, facility is just right of security, and the building will house a combination of family court, circuit court, district court, and drug court.
3. NOAA Cafeteria:  Kat reported that NOAA cafeteria lost their contractor due to the government shutdown earlier this year.  The Navy approached us and we expressed interest when solicitation goes out. Joel noted that teaming partner Blackstone is not interested because there’s no money and there are a lot of expenses.
4. #H-14 Hilo County Aupuni Center:  Covered under Facilities Update.
NEXT MEETING:
June 22, 2019
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business to discuss, Don moved to adjourn the meeting.  Steve seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m.
Respectfully submitted:
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