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Business Enterprise Program

Services for the Blind Branch

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation

State of Hawaii Department of Human Services

1901 Bachelot Street, Honolulu, HI  96817

Phone:  808-586-5283

Fax:  808-586-4143

M I N U T E S

REGULAR MEETING of the HAWAII STATE COMMITTEE OF BLIND VENDORS

DATE:
Saturday, July 20, 2019
PLACE:
Ho`opono Conference Room
1901 Bachelot Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

PRESENT:

1. Membership:  Evelyn Ah San, Chris Akamine, Dane Alani, Ted Chinn, Ron Flormata, Steve Kim, Mike Miyashiro, Tom Morikami, Lespaul Naki, Rhani Naki, Clyde Ota, Don Patterson, Lynn Schempp, Wanda Takaesu, Brandon Tamashiro, and Stan Young
2. Ho'opono:  SBA Lea Dias, BEP Manager Kat Fujimoto, VFS Bruce Chin, and Secretary MJ Andres
3. Guests:  Jeff Segawa, Desiree Lacewell, and DAG Lori Wada
CALL TO ORDER:
Noting the presence of a quorum, Chair Pro Tem Don called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Election of Committee Officers:  
a. Chair:  Dane nominated Stan Young as Chair.  Hearing no other nominations, Dane moved to close nominations and Steve seconded.  Stan was duly appointed as Committee Chair.

b. Vice Chair:  Dane nominated Don Patterson as Vice Chair.  Hearing no other nominations, Dane moved to close nominations and Lespaul seconded. Don was duly appointed as Vice Chair.

c. Secretary:  Don nominated Steve Kim as Secretary.  Hearing no other nominations, Stan moved to close nominations and Dane seconded. Steve was duly appointed as Secretary.
d. Treasurer:  Clyde nominated Chris Akamine as Treasurer.  Hearing no other nominations, Dane moved to close nominations and Stan seconded. Chris was duly appointed as Treasurer.

Stan assumed his position as Chair.

2. Assignment of Sub-Committee Chairs:  Stan appointed the following sub-committee chairs:

a.
Grievance - Kyle

b.
Training - Ivy
c.
Promotion & Transfer – open to anyone who wants to volunteer

d.
Budget - Don Patterson
e.
Legislative – Chris
Hearing no objections, the appointments were accepted.
Kat noted the following blind vendors have volunteered as follows:

Promotion & Transfer - Myles Tamashiro, Lynn Schempp and Wanda Takaesu
Grievance – Joel Cho

She reminded blind vendors that they can earn 4 points for promotion and transfer if they volunteer for sub-committees.
Don reminded everyone to email Kat if they want to volunteer for a sub-committee or, if they show up and participate in sub-committee meetings, they still get points.
3. Selection of Interview Panelist:  Stan reminded everyone that the panel can change and if you apply for a facility, you can’t be a panelist.  He appointed the following panelists: Ted Chinn, Don Patterson, Norman Ota, Kyle Aihara, Lyn Pasak, and Lespaul Naki.
4. HAR 17-403-10:  DAG Lori noted that there will be a lot of promotions and transfers coming up and, due to recent litigation, we discovered that we have not been actively applying this provision and gave notice that it will be effective with #46 Tripler AMC and #62 NCTAMS announcements.  If you have any violations or late P&L within the past 12 months prior to the application deadline, you will be disqualified for assignment to a facility in the promotion and transfer procedure.  In fairness, this section will be applied to all.
There was active discussion among the committee members, other members, and the SLA. 

It was Stan’s opinion that nobody knows this rule and it was not properly placed on the agenda, no explanation, and blind vendors did not have a chance to discuss this, and he disagrees with the application of it. Stan argued that this section applies to suspension and termination and not to withdrawal of a selection in the promotion and transfer process. Stan argued that because this section does not have a time period, that a one year lookback does not apply, that there is no provision for a withdrawal of a selection in the promotion and transfer process, that it does not say that a vendor can be disqualified for promotion and transfer if you have a violation or late P/L, and does not address promotion and transfer issues. It is Stan’s opinion that the agency is trying to interpret this rule without agreement from the Committee, without active participation.
It was the SLA’s interpretation that section 17-403-10 of the Hawaii Administrative Rules applies to assignment of a facility in promotion and transfer and not termination or suspension of a license.  Active participation on this topic occurred at the time the rules were drafted, then approved, and effective as of 2010.  After the SLA read the entire section, the attendees were asked if there was any opposition to the SLA’s interpretation that this section applies to the assignment of a facility related to promotion and transfer and looks back 12 months.  The look back to 12 months is a timeline used in the Promotion & Transfer Procedures. 
Don Patterson and Steve Kim stated that the topic can be placed on a future meeting agenda and discussion can continue.
5. Update on VS #66 MPO Whitmore and Kunia:  Kat reported that Blackstone is still not compliant so the upgrade and redo of #66 is on hold, but BCI has agreed to come in as a regular teaming partner to the operating blind vendors.  The transition will happen on 8/15/19 when Virgil exits and 8/16/19 when the two new blind vendors start.
6. Purchase of Vendor-Owned Equipment at VS #66 MPO Whitmore and Kunia:  SBA Lea reported that the SLA and Virgil reached a settlement and the proposed amount is $44,000.  The details can’t be discussed because of the settlement agreement, but if the committee needs further details before assuming this amount, the SLA and committee will need to go into executive session.
Dane moved to approve the expenditure of $44,000 to purchase the equipment at VS #66 MPO Whitmore and Kunia.  Chris seconded and the motion passed with Clyde opposing.
NEXT MEETING:
To be determined.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business to discuss, Don moved to adjourn the meeting.  Chris seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
Respectfully submitted:
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