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HO‘OPONO   
Business Enterprise Program
Services for the Blind Branch
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
State of Hawaii Department of Human Services
1901 Bachelot Street, Honolulu, HI  96817
Phone:  808-586-5283
Fax:  808-586-4143

M I N U T E S

REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING of the HAWAI‘I STATE COMMITTEE OF BLIND VENDORS (HSCBV)

DATE:	    Saturday, July 19, 2025

PLACE:	Ho‘opono Auditorium
	1901 Bachelot Street
	Honolulu, HI  96817
	
I. ROLL CALL AND CALL TO ORDER:

A. Committee:  Kyle Aihara, Chris Akamine, Dane Alani, Shontel Jones, Steve Kim, Mike Miyashiro, Don Patterson, Wanda Takaesu, and Stan Young

B. Licensed Blind Operators:  Evelyn Ah San, Ron Flormata, Clifford Miyashiro, Tom Morikami, Satomi Morioka, Lespaul Naki, Rhani Naki, Norman Ota, and Justin Shim 

C. Ho‘opono:  Vending Facilities Specialists (VFS) Tad Matsuno, VFS Bruce Chin, VFS Marlyn Deguchi, and BEP Secretary MJ Andres

D. Attorney General Office:  Deputy Attorney General (DAG) Lili Young

Noting the presence of a quorum, the meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 26, 2025:  Stan Young noted that the minutes were mailed to everyone and should’ve had a chance to review.  He asked if there were any corrections to the minutes.  Hearing none, Kyle Aihara moved to accept the minutes of April 26, 2025, as submitted.  Chris seconded the motion.  Stan asked if there were any public testimony or comments.  There were none.  Upon call for a vote, the motion passed unanimously by voice vote with no nays or abstentions.

III. PROGRAM REPORT:

VFS Tad Matsuno asked the committee to defer the following reports due to the absence of BEP Manager Barney Higa.  The committee agreed to defer items A and B to the next scheduled meeting.

A. Income and Expense Reports for Year End State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2025:  Deferred.

B. Vending Machine Report:  Deferred.



IV. NEW BUSINESS:

A. Nomination and Election of Committee:

1. Chair:  Stan Young opened the floor for nominations for Chair.  Wanda Takaesu nominated Kyle Aihara as Chair.  Hearing no further nominations, Steve Kim moved to close nominations.  The motion was seconded by Chris Akamine.  Stan Young asked for any public testimony or comments.  There was none.  Upon call for a vote, all voted in favor.  There were no nays or abstentions.

2. Vice-Chair:  Stan Young opened the floor for nominations for Vice-Chair.  Chris Akamine nominated Stan Young as Vice-Chair.  Hearing no further nominations, Steve Kim moved to close nominations.  The motion was seconded by Chris Akamine.  Stan Young asked for any public testimony or comments.  There was none.  Upon call for a vote, all voted in favor.  There were no nays or abstentions.

3. Treasurer:  Stan Young opened the floor for nominations for Treasurer.  Chris Akamine nominated Don Patterson as Treasurer.  Hearing no further nominations, Steve Kim moved to close nominations.  The motion was seconded by Chris Akamine.  Stan Young asked for any public testimony or comments.  There was none.  Upon call for a vote, all voted in favor. There were no nays or abstentions.

4. Secretary:  Stan Young asked for nominations for from the floor.  Don Patterson nominated Wanda Takaesu as Secretary.  Hearing no further nominations, Steve Kim moved to close nominations.  The motion was seconded by Mike Miyashiro.  Stan Young asked for any public testimony or comments.  There was none.  Upon call for a vote, all voted in favor.  There were no nays or abstentions.

C. RECESS AND RECONVENE:

Chair Kyle Aihara recessed the meeting at 9:47 a.m. and reconvened at 9:52 a.m.

D. APPOINTMENT AND DISCUSSION OF SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRS:  Chair Kyle Aihara noted that there are 5 standing committees and that he asked for a 6th Ad hoc Sub-committee on Innovation to modernize the Hawai‘i BEP program by exploring best practices and new ways of doing business to keep up with the times.  He appointed then following sub-committee chairs as follows:

1. Promotion & Transfer - Stan Young
2. Budget & Finance - Don Patterson
3. Training and Re-Training – Kyle Aihara
4. Grievance - Steve Kim
5. Legislative - Chris Akamine
6. Ad hoc Sub-Committee on Innovation - Kyle Aihara

He asked for any comments. There were none.  He noted that blind vendors will earn credit for attending meetings and participating or volunteering on sub-committees.

Chair Kyle Aihara asked for a motion to accept the sub-committee chairs as appointed.  Don Patterson moved to accept the sub-committee chairs as appointed.  Stan Young seconded the motion.  Upon call for a vote, the motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  There were no nays or abstentions.

V. SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF INTERVIEW PANELISTS AND ALTERNATES:

Chair Kyle Aihara noted that we normally appoint 2 blind vendors to the Promotion & Transfer interview panel, and 2 alternates.  Currently, the 2 primary blind vendors are Kyle Aihara and Steve Kim, and the alternates are Don Patterson and Wanda Takaesu.  He proposed to keep the same primary and alternate interview panelists for Promotion & Transfer.  Chair Kyle Aihara asked if there were any testimony or comments.

Stan Young noted there should be a process to allow the addition of alternates should an appointed panelist wish to apply for a promotion or transfer.

Chair Kyle Aihara asked for a motion to accept Kyle Aihara and Steve Kim as the primary panelists, and Don Patterson and Wanda Takaesu as the alternates.  Stan Young moved to accept as noted.  Mike Miyashiro seconded the motion.  Chair asked for any testimony or comments.  There were none.  Upon call for a vote, the motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  There were no nays or abstentions.

VI. NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, November 8, 2025.

VII. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to discuss, Stan Young moved to adjourn.  Steve Kim seconded the motion.  Chair Kyle Aihara asked if there were any comments before we adjourn.  There were none.  Upon call for the motion to adjourn, the motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:03 a.m.

Respectfully submitted:
BH: mra
Ho'opono/Employment Section


