
 

 
 

 
After 37 years with the Department of Human Services,  

Kayle Perez, Social Services Division Administrator, will be 

retiring.   

 
Kayle graduated with her Masters Degree in Social Work 
in May 1983 and began working for the Department of 
Human Services (DHS) WIN (Work Incentive Now) pro-
gram  from June 1983 to May 1984.  The WIN program 
assisted clients, who received public assistance, find 
employment.    
  
From May 1984 to October 1986, Kayle worked in Hilo as 
an Adult Protective Services and Child Welfare Services 
social worker, providing protective services to both vul-
nerable adults and children.     
  
Kayle returned to OԐahu and worked as a Child Welfare 
Services Case Management social worker from October 
1986 until February 1989. 

  
In February 1989, Kayle was selected for OԐahu's newly created sex abuse assessment unit.  The 
workers received extensive specialized training on interviewing and assessing victims and perpetra-
tors in sex abuse cases.  In January 1993, Kayle became the supervisor of this unit. 
  
As a result of Kayle's hard work and commitment to the children and families, she was promoted to 
Child Welfare Services Section Administrator in 2003;  to Child Welfare Services Branch Administra-
tor in 2010;  and to Social Services Division Administrator in 2017.   
  
Kayle dedicated her career to helping children and families and vulnerable adults.  Retirement brings 

opportunities and adventures for Kayle.  Who knows, Kayle may resume playing competitive tennis 

as she did years ago!  For now, Kayle plans to spend more time with her children and take a long 

overdue trip to Hilo to visit relatives.  We thank Kayle for her 37 years of hard work and commitment 

to the Department of Human Services and wish her all the best.  Congratulations Kayle!    
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 NEED  

 SUPPORT? 
 

We have many resources  

to share for financial and  

other assistance, referrals, 

 even if you just want to talk!  

We are here for you. 
 

CONTACT THE  

WARM LINE !  

STATEWIDE 

7 DAYS A WEEK  

8:30AMñ10:00PM 
 

(808) 545-1130 or  

(866) 545-0882 Toll Free 
warmline@familyprogramshi.org 

Mobile App Warm Line Chat 
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HUI HOôOMALU 
STATEWIDE GLUE 

COMMITTEE 
 

The Hui Hoóomalu Statewide Glue 

Committee provides support to the 

resource family community through 

identifying ongoing needs, facilitating 

communication and by sharing 

resources. 

 

The Building Connections Newsletter 
is published quarterly by  

Partners in Development Foundation, 
2040 Bachelot St., Honolulu HI 

96817-2433,  
to provide information regarding foster 

and adoptive care to resource 
families, service providers, and  

to the public.   

 

 

This newsletter may be viewed on 

the following websites: 

 

www.hawaii.gov/dhs/protection/social

_services/child_welfare/foster 

 

www.pidfoundation.org 

 

 

If you would like to receive this 

newsletter, please call:  

441-1121 (Oóahu), 

888-879-8970 (Toll Free) or 

E-mail: RAC@pidfoundation.org 

GO GREEN! 

Want to help our environ-

ment?  Contact us today 

and request an electronic 

copy! 

 

 

 

 

A Healing Journey: The Road to Reunification 

By  
Wilma Friesema, EPIC `Ohana 

 

Vivian Kim Seu was just 22 when her first two 

children were taken into foster care.  At that time 

she didnôt have a clue that she was about to 

begin a journey ï a healing journey -- which, 

despite its many twists and turns, would result in 

the sober and meaningful life she has today.   

Brittney Mahelona and Kyle Masuda blindly em-

barked on their journeys as well.  Already incar-

cerated on drug related charges, life took an 

even darker turn for Brittney, a mom of two girls, 

and Kyle, a dad of six boys, when they learned 

their respective children had been taken into 

foster care.  It was the heartache of that loss, 

however, that fueled their determination to get 

their kids back.  Instead of collapsing, Vivian,  

 

 

Brittney, and Kyle made life changes that enabled love to win out over despair.  After much hard work, they are now safe, 

protective parents who have successfully reunified with their children. 

To celebrate parents like Brittney, Kyle, and Vivian, June has 

been declared National Reunification Month ï a time set aside 

for states across the nation to recognize and honor the thou-

sands of families that have completed their own healing journey.  

This year the State of Hawaiᾶi has chosen to honor successful 

families by highlighting the journey itself.  Its new film, A Healing 

Journey: The Road to Reunification  (Link:  https://youtu.be/

Eet2uUWZGGA) is a tribute to all the families who have trav-

ersed the difficult path of reunification and navigated its challeng-

ing terrain.  It also pays tribute to the community partners, ex-

tended family members, attorneys, judges, Guardians ad Litem, 

and Child Welfare Services professionals who walk alongside 

families on their transformative journey.   

While every reunification journey has its own story, there are 

commonalities. In this short film six stages of the journey are 

identified.  As with all journeys, not every quest will unfold in a 

straight line, but by naming the stages, a map, of sorts, is creat-

ed as an aide for future travelers. Vivian, Brittney, and Kyle have 

generously shared their stories to give insight and hope to par-

ents who are taking their first steps.  

Before launching on any journey there is a starting point, which, 

in this film, is titled: The Journey Begins. For our three parents, 

and others like them, itôs the time before Child Welfare Services 

Vivian Kim Seu and Family 

Brittney Mahelona and her daughters 

https://youtu.be/Eet2uUWZGGA
https://youtu.be/Eet2uUWZGGA
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(CWS) involvement.  Life may not be perfect, but the family is together, attachment is growing, and there are moments and days that create lasting memories.  For 

Kyle, the bonding started with the life changing experience of his sonôs birth. For Brittney, it grew through her daily interactions with her daughters.  For Vivian, 

precious moments were days at the beach with her children and extended family.  As with all families itôs the countless shared experiences, both large and small, 

that weave together a familyôs rich tapestry of love.   

That connection, that love, doesnôt disappear, but in the second stage itôs usurped.  This stage entitled: Tripping, Falling, and Stepping Back is when life takes a 

turn for the worse.  For parents this stage can begin months or years before CWS involvement, but itôs during this stage that CWS steps in.  Itôs a time of crisis. For 

our three parents, drug addiction was the derailing factor; for others it can be mental health issues, poverty, a history of trauma and abuse, or a lack of adequate 

parenting skills.  As CWSôs intervention shines a light on the familyôs safety issues, many parents feel angry, overwhelmed, and defensive.  This second stage is a 

very destabilizing stage. For parents, the next steps they must take are rarely easy, even if they are clarified in an `Ohana Conference, which is Hawaiᾶiôs Family 

Group Decision Making process.  For the family, life has been upended and it can feel overwhelming to move forward into new and unfamiliar territory. 

With time and support, however, parents can move on to the third stage: Regaining Balance and Taking Steps Again.  During this stage parents are acclimating to 

the change and finding their footing.  Their determination to get their children back is growing.  For our three parents, parenting classes, drug treatment programs, 

transitional housing, and the Wrap program were especially helpful. Those services, and many more, support the message that CWS strives to give all parents: 

CWSôs foremost goal is for families to be reunified.  During this stage, however, parents often have a hard time believing thatôs truly CWSôs intent. They often have 

a hard time believing in themselves too, but seeds of hope and encouragement are being planted, even if relapses and setbacks occur.  

The fourth stage: Finding Your Stride is when those seeds begin to spout and parents become focused, determined, and their self-confidence grows.  Theyôre fully 

engaged in services and are learning new skills that will help them be better parents and better adults.  For Vivian, her trust in her social worker, Noe Realin, 

changed dramatically.  Noe was now an ally. For Brittney, the Wrap teamôs belief in her helped her take steps towards independence she didnôt think possible.  For 

Kyle, the support of his roommate and his own relentless determination to 

leave prison and speak before a judge on his own behalf, pushed him to excel 

in his classes and drug treatment programs.   

In the fifth stage, Almost Home, the parentôs hard work comes to fruition. The 

end of the journey is finally in sight.  Unsupervised visits have begun and skills 

learned in previous stages are put into practice.  Life has changed, and a new, 

healthier way of living is becoming the ñnew normal.ò   The parentôs trust in 

their team of supporters, and the trust in the parents from their supporters, 

feels nearly effortless.  For Vivian, Kyle, and Brittney this stage was a time of 

stepping into their own and demonstrating what they had come to know and 

believe about themselves: that they were loving parents who would always 

prioritize their childrenôs safety and well-being. 

Finally, our travelers arrive at the sixth stage: Home, Sweet Home.  This is the 

end of their reunification journey.  The children are with them full-time, their 

parental rights are restored, and they have successfully completed a CWS 

supervised transitional period. At long last the moment has arrived: The Fami-

ly Court Judge proudly announces that their CWS case is officially closed. For 

everyone itôs time of celebration, joy, gratitude, and relief.  They made it!   

 

What was once a hope is now a reality and life is changed forever.   

Now a new journey, filled with possibilities, begins.  Itôs one whose destination will be the familyôs to create.  After years of struggle, Kyle wakes up every morning 

feeling like heôs fully living again. Everything he does is for his boys. Vivian, with the addition of grandkids to her already large family of six children, feels clear and 

purposeful.  Brittney finds deep satisfaction in caring for her girls and her new baby boy.  She is proud to be a responsible parent.  

By doing their work and making changes in their lives, these parents, and others like them, have helped to heal themselves and their families.  In the film A Heal-

ing Journey, Kyle, Vivian, Brittney, and their supporters give final words of encouragement to parents who are just starting on their journey.  Hang onto hope, they 

say, do what is needed to be done, and believe in the power of love and the preciousness of family.  As they, and their children can attest, itôs what makes the 

healing journey so worthwhile. 

 

Watch A Healing Journey: The Road to Reunification   https://youtu.be/Eet2uUWZGGA 

 

MAHALO TO THE NATIONAL REUNIFICATION MONTH COMMITTEE: 

Department of Human Services, Epic Inc ᾶOhana Conferencing, Partners In Development Foundation,  

Family Programs Hawaiᾶi ,  UH MǕnoa William S. Richard School of Law, Hawaiᾶi State Judiciary 

Kyle Masuda and his sons  

https://youtu.be/Eet2uUWZGGA
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This correspondence was mailed to 

all licensed Resource Families and a 

training on this topic offered in early 

July.  If you have not yet received the 

training, it will be available online 

soon.  Please watch for an announce-

ment by Family Programs HawaiԀi .  

Mahalo! 



     

bŜŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǝƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΚ /ƘƛƭŘ ϧ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊπ

ŜƴǝƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΦ tŀǊŜƴǘ [ƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǝŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Iŀǿŀƛ ƛ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ aŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ 

ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ .ǊŀƴŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǎǘŀũ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ-ǎƻƭǾŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜΥ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ 

ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΤ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǎǘŀũ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜΥ 

άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ƪŜŜǇ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻǳǝƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΚέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜǎ ƻǊ ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚέ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƪƛŘǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΚέ 

άLΩƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ L ŬƴŘ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΚέ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǝƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴΣ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƘƻǘƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ улуΦрнсΦмннн ƻǊ мΦуллΦумсΦмннн όǘƻƭƭ ŦǊŜŜύΣ a-CΥ у 
ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ с ǇΦƳΦΣ {ŀǘΥ ф ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ м ǇΦƳΦ ŀƴŘ bh² ht9b {¦b5!¸{ ¢Iwh¦DIh¦¢ ¢I9 /wL{L{ ŦǊƻƳ ф ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ м ǇΦƳΦ hǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
ǳǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦǘƘŜǇŀǊŜƴǘƭƛƴŜΦƻǊƎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ Iht9Φ 
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hƴ WǳƴŜ моǘƘΣ Ib[ DƛǾŜǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Iǳƛ IƻϥƻƳŀƭǳ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ Iŀǿŀƛ ƛ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ 

ōƻȄŜǎ ǘƻ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ h ŀƘǳΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ л-мт ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōƻȄŜǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŀƊ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ǘƻȅǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŘƛŀǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪŜƛƪƛΦ !ƊŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ 

ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ /h±L5-мфΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ 

ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘΦ aŀƘŀƭƻ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 9ǇƛŎ CƻǳƴŘŀπ

ǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ²ŀƛǇƛ ƻΦ   

Jet Toner, son of John and Andrea Toner, Resource Caregivers on OԐahu, began HNL Gives in response to COVID 19 and the increasing rate of 
unemployment.  He wanted to be able to help more children and families impacted.  HNL Gives stands for Heart Never Loses.  Jet is currently a 

student at Stanford University. 

tel:8085261222
tel:1.8008161222
http://www.theparentline.org/
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Help us find more homes for Hawaiôiõs keiki in foster care and 
receive a $200 Gift Card of your choice! 

 
Hereõs how it works: 

1)  Refer Prospective General Licensed Resource Family. 
2) When the family calls Hui Hoõomalu to inquire about  

fostering, they identify you as the referral source. 
3)  The family asks the referral source to confirm the referral 

by contacting Hui Hoõomalu. 
4)  Once the family is issued a foster home license by DHS 

the gift card is awarded! 
 

Refer to the Calendar of Events for Foster Care Information 
Sessions!  Invite friends and family! 

Congratulations to this quarterõs recipients! 
Steve & Diana Guo (West HawaiԀi ) 

 

 

Follow us on facebook! Keep updated on the most  

recent happenings with some of the partner agencies!  
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 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES   

Partners in Development Foundation ~ Hui HoԐomalu Program 

Go to www.pidfoundation.org/about/careers 

Email resume & application w/cover letter to: HR@pidfoundation.org or fax to 440-6619 

PIDF is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer 

¶ Part-time Child Care Providers needed in West Hawaiói, Kauaói, and Maui  

To provide child care (i.e., during trainings), in the evenings and weekends on an occasional basis.  Training and compensation provided.  $15.00/hr. 

 

¶ Part-time Recruitment Assistants needed in Kauaói and Maui  

To staff various recruitment booths and share information with potential applicants about the need for additional Resource Caregivers.  Training and com-

pensation provided.  $15.00/hr. 

Family Programs Hawaiᾶi ~ Resource Family Support Services 

Email cover letter and resume to rfss@familyprogramshawaii.org 

¶ On-call Child Care Providers needed in WaiԐanae, Windward, Central OԐahu, Maui, KauaԐi, Hilo, Kona  

To provide child care during evening and weekend support events on an occasional basis.  Training and compensation provided. $15.00/hr.  
 

¶ Hilo-based Facilitator for Support Groups  

To facilitate support groups for resource families in Hilo.  
 

¶ MolokaԐi/Maui-based Support Specialist  

To support resource families through the development and implementation of the statewide Warm Line for resource families, and the development and mainte-
nance of a resource manual with services that can be accessed by resource families.   

 

¶ Administrative Assistant  

To serve as the primary source of administrative support to the supervisor and RFSS team.  

 

Hale Kipa 
Go to Halekipa.org and click on ñCareersò 

¶ KǕmala Home Families 

Hale Kipa is currently seeking single, domestic partners or married couples to serve as KǕmala Home families in one of the available homes (in ᾶEwa Beach or 
Honolulu).  The Kamala Home Program provides short term placement services for youth, ages 12-17,  receiving services with Hale Kipa Emergency Shelter 
program in a family home environment. KǕmala Homes provide a safe, nurturing environment, to facilitate their stabilization with basic services (food, shelter, 
independent living skills). Youth live with an extensively trained KǕmala Home family for a short period of time until a longer-term family or living arrangements can 
be found. Youth and KǕmala Home parents in the KǕmala Home program receive regular check-ins/sessions from their assigned Case Manager.  Hale Kipa cur-
rently maintains three residential homes in different communities on Oᾶahu for use by KǕmala Home Program families.  Those homes can be used as your family 
home while simultaneously housing foster children in the KǕmala Home Program. Someone utilizing one of the Hale Kipa residential homes would receive free 
housing and utility stipend along with daily stipends for youth in the home who are part of our Emergency Shelter ñKǕmala Homeò program.    

 

¶ Relief and Regular Youth Counselor - Emergency Shelter 

Hale Kipa is looking for Regular and Relief Youth Counselors to work with youth between the ages of 12-17, who are placed in the Emergency Shelter Program 

because they are experiencing some type of crisis. Staff need to provide a stable, safe, structured and nurturing environment, that encourages youth to participate 

in a program structure which includes chores, meals, bed-time, quiet time, study time, meetings and participation in planned activities and outings.  Regular staff 

work one of 3 shifts while Relief Youth Counselors are on call and work is not regular. One house specifically works with victims/survivors of sex trafficking. 

¶ Resident AdvisorðTransitional Living Program 

Hale Kipa is looking for a Resident Advisor to work/live in our Transitional Living Program for young women (18-21 years old), transitioning out of homelessness, 

who are living with us and participating in the program. Resident Advisors are required to be onsite and available between the hours of 8p-6a daily, providing 

independent living skill building activities and support to the residents, while working alongside a Case Manager who is also assisting the residents with meeting 

their goals.   Resident Advisors receive free room & basic utilities, as well as hourly pay and benefits.     

http://www.pidfoundation.org/about/careers
https://www.halekipa.org/
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PRUDENT PARENTING:   
Are children/young people who are in foster care allowed to have 

cell phones?  
 

The following is an excerpt from the Donôt Say ñNOò Until You ñKnowò guide, which was developed by the State of Hawaiói Department of Human 
Services, Child Welfare Services and our community partners.  The guide presents common questions and answers for Resource Caregivers on 
providing normalcy for children/young people in foster care so they can participate equally in age or developmentally appropriate extracurricular, 
social, and cultural activities, just as their classmates and peers do.  These Q & Aôs can be found within the Normalcy Guidelines provided by 
your DHS licensing worker. 
 

Answer:  Yes. A child/young person who is in foster care may have a cell phone. Consideration should be given to the meth-

od of payment for obtaining and maintaining the cell phone before making a decision and insurance coverage on the phone is 

encouraged. As with any family unit, considerations as to whether the child/young person gets a cell phone includes responsi-

bility, available funds to purchase the phone and monthly cost. Some young people could buy their own cell phone. Some 

biological parents may be willing to buy a cell phone for their child/young person who is in foster care. There is no expectation 

for a Resource Caregiver to use their personal funds to purchase the cell phone.  

There are a variety of methods that child/young person may obtain and pay for a cell phone which include: the child/young 

person may have a cell phone that is part of the contract with their biological family, the Resource Caregiver has agreed to 

add the child/young person on their own family cell phone plan, the child/young person has a prepaid or pay-as-you-go plan, 

or the child/young person has his/her own individual contract.  

 

vǳŀǊǘŜǊ м - /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ όWǳƭȅ-{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнлύ vǳŀǊǘŜǊ н - DǊƛŜŦ ϧ [ƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ όhŎǘ-5ŜŎ нлнлύ 

²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - YƴƻǿƛƴƎ ²Ƙƻ ¸ƻǳ !ǊŜ tǘΦ м ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - YƴƻǿƛƴƎ ²Ƙƻ ¸ƻǳ !ǊŜ tǘΦ н h ŀƘǳ - DǊƛŜŦ ϧ [ƻǎǎ όǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎύ 

²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - IŜƭǇƛƴƎ YƛŘǎ ƛƴ /ŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜ !5I5 ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - /ƻǇƛƴƎ {ƪƛƭƭǎ 

²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ Iƛƭƻ - /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ  

²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ h ŀƘǳ - /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ όƭƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎύ 

²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - DǊƛŜŦ ϧ [ƻǎǎ 

h ŀƘǳ - 5ŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ tƻǿŜǊ {ǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ό[ƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎύ [ņƴŀ ƛ - {ŜȄ !ōǳǎŜ 

h ŀƘǳ - Iŀǿŀƛƛŀƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ ό[ƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎύ  

²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - tŀǊŜƴǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  

vǳŀǊǘŜǊ о - ¢ŜŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ [D.¢v όWŀƴτaŀǊŎƘ нлнмύ vǳŀǊǘŜǊ п - .ƛǊǘƘ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ LƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ /ŀǊŜ ό!ǇǊ-WǳƴŜ нлнмύ 

aŀǳƛ - ¢ŜŜƴŀƎŜ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ aŀǳƛ - hƘŀƴŀ ¢ƛƳŜ 

Yŀǳŀ ƛ - [D.¢v Yŀǳŀ ƛ - hƘŀƴŀ ¢ƛƳŜ 

²ŜōƛƴŀǊ -  hƴƭƛƴŜ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ¢ƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ -  ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ .ƛǊǘƘ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

h ŀƘǳ - ¢ŜŜƴŀƎŜ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ όǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜύ h ŀƘǳ - hƘŀƴŀ ¢ƛƳŜ 

Yƻƴŀ - [D.¢v Yƻƴŀ - hƘŀƴŀ ¢ƛƳŜ 

aƻƭƻƪŀ ƛ - ¢ŜŜƴŀƎŜ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ aƻƭƻƪŀ ƛ - hƘŀƴŀ ¢ƛƳŜ 

²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ŜŜƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŜȄ ŀƴŘ {ŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴŎȅ 

h ŀƘǳ - [D.¢v όǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜύ h ŀƘǳ - ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ LƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ /ŀǊŜ όǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜύ 

Iƛƭƻ - ¢ŜŜƴŀƎŜ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ Iƛƭƻ - hƘŀƴŀ ¢ƛƳŜ 

²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - [ȅƛƴƎ ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ - wŜǳƴƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ 

Please contact the Warm Line if you have any feedback/suggestions for training topics.   

Look for flyers and join in!  
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Family Programs HawaiԀi would like to welcome Karen Kaneshiro-Soon back!  But donõt worry, Luisa Edralin hasnõt gone 

far.  Luisa continues as a Support Specialist on OԀahu.   

 
 
 
 

 
We all know that in Hawaiᾶi, ᾶOHANA means family.  
 
 

But how do we as resource parents develop healthy and positive óohana relationships as you and your foster children connect with their birth families? 
 
Here are some helpful tips to promote quality óohana connections: 
 

¶ Always involve your childôs birth family with acceptance, respect, and welcoming aloha. 

¶ Prepare your child for contacts and visitations in advance, involve them in planning dates and activities as appropriate, and allow them to ask questions 

and express their concerns. 

¶ Understand that sometimes during and after family contacts, your child may experience emotional and behavioral upheavals that will require your attention 

and support. 

¶ Think of birth families as a vital part of your childôs support team. 

¶       REMEMBER: Resource families are available to provide strong support and guidance for the birth families. Your interactions are critical in helping your         

 child feel safe, secure, and at ease with both families. 
 
There are many resources to provide additional information on this topic. Feel free to contact the Warm Line for resources in our Lending Library where you may 
access trainings on a variety of topics to support you as a resource caregiver. Specifically, there are VIMEOs on recent trainings titled ñBuilding Bonds with Birth 
Familiesò and ñEngaging with a Childôs Birth Familyò and these provide training hours towards your re-licensure. FosterParentCollege.com offers courses on 
Parent Strategies: ñBirth Family Relationshipsò and ñWorking Together with Primary Families,ò which generates certificates of completion towards training hours. 
 
During this Covid time, virtual connections such as:  Skype, Zoom, Face-Time, phone calls, messaging via texts and email, and in some instances communica-
tion via social media could be additional avenues for connection.   
 
Know that you are not alone in your role as a valuable resource caregiver.  We look forward to assisting you on the Warm Line at 545-1130 or 1-866-545-0882, 
and now on the Mobile App!  Here are our Support Specialists: 

By Karen Kaneshiro-Soon, Family Resource Specialist 
Resource Family Support Services (RFSS) is funded by the Department of Human Services 

Rhonda Felix 

Luisa Edralin 

�-�R�H���2�·�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O 

Sharla-Ann Fujimoto 

Leah Ho 


